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May Trial Date Is Set 
In Rostenkowski Case 


* 


Reuter 


I A federal judge yesterday set a May 15 trial date for 
former representative Dan Rostenkowski (D-Ill.) after 
Rejecting a defense request to move, the corruption trial 
to Illinois. 

| U.S. District Judge Norma Holloway Johnson turned 
down a bid by Rostenkowski’s lawyers to have the crimi- 
i5al case transferred to Chicago, where the former Dem¬ 
ocratic lawmaker lives. She said Rostenkowski’s alleged 
Scheme to defraud Congress, took place here, that the 
documents and many prosecution witnesses were from, 
this area and that Rostenkowski can bear the expense of 
a trial here. 

i Rostenkowski, a House member from 1959 until his 
t efeat a year ago, has pleaded not guilty to a 17-count in- 
< ictment charging him with skimming more than 
! '600,000 in taxjpayer funds from various congressional 
allowances over 20 years. The former powerful House 
y/ays and Means Committee chairman allegedly used the 
iponeyto benefit himself, his family and friends, em¬ 
ployed staffers who did little or no official work and ob¬ 
structed justice. 

!In another ruling, Johnson gave prosecutors one week 
tf> turn over any exculpatory material to defense law¬ 
yers. She set a May 15 trial date and estimated the trial 
\jould last about two months. 

| The next step in the case will focus on a U.S. appeals 
court ruling that ordered Johnson to consider whether 
suTcounts of the indictment can survive in view of a re¬ 
cent U.S. Supreme Court decision that a law on false 
statements applies only to executive branch agencies. 
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j, A8 •Saturday, January 13,1996. 


The Washington Post. 



.ByToniLocy 

Wtshiajtoo Post Stiff Writer 


DiScussionsabouta plea were held 
but, within the past week,;,the.talks 


Efforts by, lawyers for former rep? 
resentative Dan Rostenkowski (D-DL); 
to negotiate a "plea bargain have 
failed,, keeping alive a nearly two- 
year-old corruption case that could 
become mired in appeals for up to an-, 
otheryear. 

A source familiarwith' the case said 
Dan! Webb, Rostehkowski’s lead de¬ 
fense lawyer, approached prosecutors - 
in the office of U.S. Attorney Eric H.' 
Holder Jr. • during. the past month'to 
see if they could agree on a deal. 

The source, who requested anor 
nyrmty, said Webb would have been 
"remiss” .had he not checked “the 
temperature” of -prosecutors ,at this, 
point fcthe/case, once one of- the 
highestprofileprosecutions in-Wash¬ 
ington biii which lost considerable.al- 
titude since' Rostenkowski was de¬ 
feated for reelection in 1994. 


House Ways and - Means Committee, - 
Rostenkowski,»68, islaccused of mis- 
-ended-without an agreement; the^usmg his cffice-throu^ a pattern of 
source said. “There was not enough '"corniptio'n!'that sp anned three de^ 
commonground,” the source said; de!-. cades, i _r *' 


clining to be more specific and adding 
that neither side has 1 -ruled out the 
-possibility similar discussions could 
occuragain.' , ; 

■ The overture came as U.S. District 
Judge N6rma ; HolIdway Johnson tried 
' to steer'fee case toward trial! which 
she setfor May-15 while acknowledg- 


He is 'charged with converting to 
his personal use more than'$600,000 


diriment.wats ftlegalandviolated the 
Constitution’s separation-of-powers 
doctrine. 

Johnson must deride whether jto 
dismiss six charges that Rostenkows¬ 
ki lied to Congress and the. Federal 
Election..Commission, something fee 


paign contributions., _ j 

The'17-count indictment .alleged J 
he exchanged offirial, postage vouch¬ 
ers for cash atthe'House Post Office;. 
bought;gfes and’personal items with 
ing theOdate could, : and/probably. governinent funds at the House Sta- 
> would,‘change.,She plans to hold an- tibnery. Store and paid more than a 

' * “ - _1* . -jf* j I*,,!. _ _ v 5 


m federal, funds „and $50,000 m cam- u.S. Supreme-Court said last year 

natem rnntnntitinnQ /_ * - * * :*■ * 


other hearing Janr31 on complicated 
legal issues feat already have, been 
the subject of appeals and probably 
will be again.;Before his indictment in 
May 1994, Rostenkowski was so ada- 
-mantly opposed to a deal that he fired 
his lawyer at the time, Robert Si Ben; 
nett, whohad come cIom to gaining 
an agreement, mth prosecutors. 


dozen employees who 'did little or, no 
work. : v ’l - •* \ 

. In; July, a . three-judge pfeel of .fee 
U.S. Court of '■ Appeals'for ftHe ;D.C. 
Circuitissueda complex'ruling, buoy¬ 
ing; Rostenkowski's lawyers by dis^ 
’ missing some diarges but sending the 
> rest t of thexsase back to Johnson to re- 

. onlira-'..Tlia nb'nal nloA vouiAfful ' 


solve;-The panel also rejected Rosten- 
Once the powerful chairman of the r . kowski’s arguments that the entire in- 


was no longer a crime under, a.“false 
sfetements’tlaw prosecutors had used 
inthe case.!", J 'V 

;; Lawyers familiar with the case say 
defense attorneys‘ would launchan-. 
other round^of appeals if Johnson 
rules against Rostenkowski.-If that ’ 
happens, the case could not go to trial. 
In'May, and would be ’delayed several 
more months . r - 

' The caseV’which stems from an in¬ 
vestigation of.fee House. Post "Office, 
led to the end of Rostenkowrid’s'’?^ , 
year, tour in Congress. He was beaten, 
by a!"poHtical',^ne»phjdd,^Republican 
Michael Patridc Flanagfe. 
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‘ A'foriher Chicago city’employ- 
'eewho earned $90,b00' , 6ver'12 1 
years for cleaning Dan Rosten- 
-kowski’s offices has been 
charged'with' lying to a federal 
'grand jury about his work for the 
•ex-congressman.. 

The indictment' released Eri- 
day charges Robert Russo with 
•one felony count each of perjury 
'and obstruction of justice. If he is 
:cbnvicted,the maximum penalty 
for each charge is five years in 
•prison and a $250,000,fine. 

- The.charges are the,second 
development in a week in the po- 
iitical corruption .case against 
Rostenkowski,-a Chicago Demo- 
-crat- , 

On.April, 13, a former,Illinois 
state lawmaker's'son pleaded 
fguilty* to. obstructing justice by 
-lying to .the .grand'jury, about 
what prosecutors called his “no 
show” job for Rostenkowski. 

. Russo’s lawyer, Raymond 
Banoun, said it was “a very un- 
ifortunate.and very misguided se¬ 
ction; by the government to indict 
a person on. a mere minuscule is- 
■sue"and the, only, way I can 
.explain it is ,that they feel some- 
• how they’re going to put pres- 
. sure on Rostenkowski.” 

One of Rosterikowski’s law;- 


yers. Torn Buchanan, agreed 
with that assessment and said, “I 
don't, think it’s going to work ” { 

Rostenkowsld was indicted-in i 1 
May 1994 on charges he used of- j 
ficial funds.to pay employees., 
who did mostly' personal work. ■ 
for him; converted stationery, I 
postal and home office allowanc¬ 
es, to his personal use; and ob- i 
structed justice.. 

Rostenkowski has pieaded not > 
guilty; and his lawyers are trying [ 
to have the charges in the' 17- * 
count indictment dismissed. He * 
lost reelection. I 

Rostenkowski’s ■ indictment I 
outlined alleged fraudulent sala¬ 
ries, totaling more thani 
$500,000, for 14 employees in ( 
his officesfrom 1971 to 1992, ,. 
without identifying the employ? 
ees by name. But the description 
for “Employee 7” corresponds to 
information in Friday’s indict¬ 
ment of Russo. 

The perjury count charges 
Russo lied to the grand jury 
Sept.. 21, 1993 ; by claiming he 
knew of no one else who cleaned 
the office and that he, worked 
five days a week, every other 
week. 

The obstruction of justice 
charge .says Russo deliberately 
withheld evidence from the 
grandjury. 
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By Megan Garvey 

Washington Post Staff Writer 


CHICAGO, July'18—City'authonties today- 
raised the deathtoll in Chicago’s heat disaster 
to 376 and said the number of deaths at least 
partly attributable, to five days of 100-degree 
heat could reach 500. 

Although the flow of bodies into .Cook Coun¬ 
ty morgue finally slowed to a trickle today, 120 
corpses still await autopsies.. With all 222 bays 
fillet!, mor gue officials over the weekend had to 
call in refrigeration trucks to handle the over¬ 
flow of bodies, most of them elderly people. 

The city has begun to investigate how well 
the heat emergency waSj handled. The Illinois 
state legislature also hasscheduled hearings on 
the disaster. , 

* “JVeare assessing whitwe have'done and 
what more could Have been done," sad Jim Wil¬ 
liams, press secretary to Mayor ^Richard M. 
Daley (D)i “The mayor is terribly concerned ■ 
and'upset about.this tragedy. " As far as all the 
criticismj'it is expected.” e ■■ 

There was no shortage of it:; 

Senior citizen groups criticized the police. 
The' mayoris office was criticised for being un- 
preparedfor a heat emergency and city officials 
were" cited for failing to check oh the elderly 
.door to door. 

The death toll underscored the vulnerability 
3 of elclerly.people'who oftendive'inrelative ano- 
"■nymity in large urban centerar Chicago, for ex- 
‘ample, Has more . than 443 A 000' residents age 
60’or over and 800 city employees charged- 
.-..with keeping tabs on them...—- - - — 
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Some Counts Against Former House Chairman Based on Vague Rules, Panel Says 


By Kenneth J. Cooper 

,, Washfflgtoo Pest Staff Writers ^ * 

A federal appeals court yesterday, narrowed 
the government’s >17^\mt‘iiiWBctaienf" f of ? for; 
nler representative . Dan-Rostenlcowsid (DTU.) 
on corruption charges,* dismissing several alle¬ 
gations because they were based on vague 
House rules. 

The three-judge panel rejected Rostenkow- 
ski's contention that the-entire indictment 
should be dismissed as an unconstitutional intru¬ 
sion on Congress’s right to set jts own rules. But 
the judges ordered a lower court to review six 
counts of lying to Congre^/ anjact the Supreme 
Court recently ruled is not a ennie. 

The 40-page decision by t|e. U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the D.C. Circuit cheered defense at¬ 
torneys for the once powerful chairman of the 
House'Ways and Means Committee, and ap¬ 
peared likely to further delay his trial based on 
the May '1994 indictment But Justice'Depart¬ 
ment sources predicted federal prosecutors 
would still build a strong case on embezzlement 
and other serious charges. 

‘1 am ecstatic," said Howard M. Pearl, Ros- 
tenkqwski’s Chicago-based attorney. “I believe 
it emasculates a significant" portion of the gov¬ 
ernment’s case.” 'l 

U.S. Attorney Eric H. Holder Jr.; noting the 
court rejected Rostenkowski’s blanket: chal¬ 
lenge to the indictment, said the ruling "af¬ 
firmed once again that members of Congress 
are not above the law and .are accountable to 
,the-American> taxpayer... . We’re ready and, 
eager to go to trial in this case.” 


The indictment, .which grew oiit of a federal 
investigation of the House Post Office, accuses. 
Rostenkowski of a pattern of corruption for two 
decades arid converting to his personal use more 
than $600,000 in federal funds and $50,000 in 
campaign contributions. He is 'charged with ex-, 
changing .official postage vouchers for cash at 
the House Post Office, buying gift and personal 
items with government funds at the House "Sta¬ 
tionery Store, paying more than a dozen erh- 
ployees who did Tittle or no official world 1 and 
buying vehicles .with government funds,, autho¬ 
rized for leasing official cars. | 

’ The corruption charges led to Rostenkow- 
ski’s defeat last November by Republican Mi¬ 
chael Patrick Jdanagan, then a political un¬ 
known. Rostenkowski, a 36-year veteran of 
Congress, has since returned to Chicago, occu¬ 
pying himself with speeches and consulting. 

In an opinion written by Judge Douglas H; 
Ginsburg, onetime Supreme Court-nominee, 
th*e appeals panel ruled'on constitutional' 
grounds that Rostenkowski could not be prose¬ 
cuted on'ahegations that several of Kis congres¬ 
sional employees Had performed personal tasks, 
•not official duties: “ 

The'appeals court found-that although the 
• House prohibited use of a member’s;office pay¬ 
roll to'“defrag any personal, political or cam- 
.paigri-felatedjexpeiises,” that rule did not spell 
.out the difference between “personal” and “offi- 
dal”’activity.i‘For courts* to supply, that defini¬ 
tion; the judges said, would violate the constitu¬ 
tional separation of powers and the - House’s 
right to setits own rules. 

■ “Thelife of a congressman—as incumbent 


legislator and perpetual .candidate for office, 
whose official days end only after-a round of 
nominally ‘social’ events at which he is obliged 
to appear, and his weekends and holidays are 
only an opportunity to reconnect with his con¬ 
stituents—makes the line between ‘official 
work’ and ‘personal services’ particularly diffi¬ 
cult to draw,” the court said. 

It said Rostenkowski could riot be prosecuted 
ori some allegations but let others stand: 
o'A charge that one employee was “picking up 
laundry, driving his family members around 
Washington and working, at-campaign events” 
was dismissed because “those activities might 
... directly—even vitally—aid a congressman 
in the performance of His official duties.” 
o The government was permitted to pursue 
an* allegation that another employee “per¬ 
formed regular bookkeeping duties” for an in¬ 
surance company Rostenkowski* owned, an 
activity the court said fit "no reasonable inter¬ 
pretation of ‘official work.’ * 

■ Prosecutors were allowed to seek to; prove 
Rostenkowski used official fundsf.to purchase 
gifts from the House" Stationery Store be¬ 
cause a’ rule clearly prohibited such gift-giv¬ 
ing. But he cannot be-charged with convert- 
ingany.items purchased to Iris personal use. 

, Rostenkowski’s lawyers have argued that 
House rules were, .too unclear for violations to 
constitute cririies.’U.S. Districtjudge.Nqrina 
HoUoyray Johnson rejected that hrguriient last 
October, and theappeals court'agfeed;that rib 
“absolute bar” to such prosecutions exists on 
constitutional grounds.' 

“While charges;remainfiPegr!said, “those. 


DAN ROSTENKOWSKr 

... accused^ of pattern of corruption * j 

charges will be much more difficult to prove and I 
our ability to deferid against them is enhanced.” 1 § 
The appeals.court suggested Johnsom could J 
dismiss sue coun ts accusing Rostenkowski of ly-1 
ing to Congress or the Federal Election Com- j 
mission because of a Supreme Court ruling in 
May. In that decision, involving charges against 
former representative Carroll Hubbard. Jr. (D- 
Ky.) that grew oul of the House Bank scandal,* 
the Supreme Court held that a federal law? 
against making false statements to the govern-*: 
meat applies onlyVto the executive .branchy riot! > 
Congress or the courts. 

A Justice Department source acknowledged 
that the Hubbard-related port of the decision, 
“stings,” biit;quickly ; added: “We’ve'stifi got ,af 
strong case. P. . We’re still capable of going to 
trial arid convicting Mr. Rostenkowski oh some 
serious offenses.” * ; " ’ . ‘ 
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Rostenkowski Trial Date 
Hinges on Appeal Decision 

U.S. Could Challenge Dismissal of 4 Charges 


’ByToniLocy 

Washington Post SUf! Writer 

' Will former representative 
Dan Rostenkowski (D-Ill.) finally 
go to trial on two-year-old cor¬ 
ruption charges in May, as 
scheduled? 

That depends largely on 
whether the Justice Department 
decides to appeal a ruling made 
this week by U.S. District Judge 
Norma Holloway Johnson in 
which she dismissed four of 17 
charges against Rostenkowski 

The four charges in dispute 
involve allegations that Rosten¬ 
kowski, the former chairman of 
the House Ways and Means 
Committee, made false state¬ 
ments' to the House Finance Of¬ 
fice. 

While prosecutors played 
down the effect of the loss of the 
four charges on an eventual 
trial, Howard Pearl, one of Ros- 
tenkowski’s attorneys, said the 
four charges are important be¬ 
cause they are part of the prose¬ 
cution’s “fundamental theory” of 
the case. "We have been chip¬ 
ping away at the building, brick 
by brick. We’ll see what’s stand¬ 
ing at the end,” he said. 


The sweeping indictment 
against Rostenkowski accuses 
him of engaging in a pattern of 
corruption that spanned three 
decades. Among other crimes, 
he is accused pf converting to 
his personal use more than 
$600,000 in federal funds and 
$50,000 in campaign contribu¬ 
tions. 

In her 10-page ruling filed 
Tuesday, Johnson said a Su¬ 
preme Court ruling of a year 
ago required her to dismiss the 
charges because they did not in¬ 
volve false statements to an ex¬ 
ecutive branch agency but to a 
division of Congress. 

Prosecutors, however, ar¬ 
gued that the House Finance Of¬ 
fice could be considered an 
“agency" in the general sense, 
and that the Supreme Court had 
left open that possibility in its 
ruling in the other, unrelated 
case. 

But they must now decide if 
that principle is worth fighting 
for. 

If they think it is, the May 15 
trial for Rostenkowski would al¬ 
most assuredly be delayed. 
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Brings 17-Month Sentence 

Former Ways and Means Chief Fined $100,000 


; , ByToniLocy 

V: Washington Post Staff Writer 

' *■' , c 

Former representative Dan Ros- 
tenkowski (I>-I1L) pleaded guilty in 
federal court here yesterday to two 
counts of mail fraud and was. sen¬ 
tenced to 17 months in prison and 
$100,000 in fines in the final act of a 
•legal and political drama that began 
[nearly two years ago. 

/.' t»ng among the most powerful 
•figures in Washington as the chair- 
[man.of the House Ways and Means 
.Committee, Rostenkowski’s down¬ 
fall came over the use of public funds 
[to pay employees who did little or no 
.work, and to buy personal gifts. 

[. Specific charges related to those 
payments were dropped as part of 
•the plea agreement he struck with 
[prosecutors, and a combative Ros- 
[tenkowski told reporters outside the 
courthouse that his use of the U.S. 
’mkil/to' send the payments was a 
mere “technical” violation of the law. 

Prosecutor Thomas J. Motley, 
however, told the court that Rosten¬ 
kowski had “defrauded the United 


States and the House of Representa¬ 
tives, and he defrauded the citizens 
of Hie United States of their right to 
Mr. Rostenkowski’s fair and honest 
services as a member of Congress.” 

In imposing the sentence/U.S. 
District Judge Norma Holloway 
Johnson called Rostenkowski’s ac¬ 
tions a “reprehensible” breach of 
trust in the House, which she de- 

scribed as “the very heart of our_ 

democracy.” 

Rdstenkowski, dressed in a worn- 
blue tweed jacket and‘paisley tie, 
stood quietly in court as Johnson be¬ 
rated him. But he came out of the 
courthouse.swinging and showing 
Hashes of the bare-fisted, old-style/ 
Chicago ward politician he once was. 

Defiantly describing his offenses 
, as something everyone in Congress 
had committed at one time or anoth¬ 
er, Rostenkowski told reporters: “I 
have been asked by many if I am bit¬ 
ter because of the extensive investi- 
1 gation by the United States Depart-’ 
ment of Justice of my conduct while 
I served in Congress and as chair- 

See ROSTENKOWSKI, A8, CoL 1 


BY CEPAU) MAAT1HEAU—TH£ WASHINGTON POST 

Ex-lawmaker Dan Rostenkowski after entering plea to mall fraud counts. 
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•oA8 Wednesday,April 10,1996 —» 


Rostenkowski 
Pleads Guilty, 
Gets 17 Months 


ROSTENKOWSKI, From A1 


man of the House Ways and Means 
Committee. While I deeply regret 
the trauma that this intense scrutiny 
has bestowed upon my* family; 
-friends and supporters, I personally . 
have come to accept the fact that, : 
sometimes one person gets singled' 
out, to be held up by law enforce¬ 
ment as an example.” 

' U.S. Attorney ,Eric H. Holder Jr) 
flatly rejected Rostenkowski’s de¬ 
scription of the two felony charges 
to which the former congressman 
had admitted guilt Teople are not 
sent up to that institution,” he said, 
pointing at the Capitol a ;short dis- 
tance away, “to line their pockets.” 

Holder said Rostenkowski 
brought law enforcement to h& door 
by his own actions—his use of gov¬ 
ernment employees to remodel his 
house and take pictures at his daugh¬ 
ter’s wedding and his practice of giv- 
ing expensive china and hand- 
painted armchairs paid for by tax¬ 
payers to his friends,-to name a few. ■ 

Rostenkowski, €8, originally was 
charged in a 17-count indictment in 
May 1994 with engaging in a pattern 
of corruption that spanned nearly all of 
his 36 years in Congress. He was ac¬ 
cused of illegally exchanging postage it 
stamps for cash at the House Post Of- e 
fice. He was charged with using gov- si 
emment employees to run personal 
errands for.him. He was accused of h 
pocketing federal funds and campaign li 
money. And he-was charged with us- 


The Washing 


THE 17 CHARGES 


H ere are the original charges against former representative Dan 
Rostenkowski.(D-M). AMay 1994 indictment said he 
converted $636,000in federal funds and $56,000 in campaign 
money to personal Use. 

■ Mall fraud (two counts) 

Used mail to further frauds involving employees on payroll who did little or 
no official work and pubjic funds used to buy personal gifts. 

■ Concealing a material fact (four counts) 

Applies to Ighost" employees; $73)500 in fraudulent car leases charged to 
the government; public funds.used to buy personal gift$;;and cash received 
from House Post Office for stamps bought with public funds. 

■ Mail and wire fraud (three counts) 

Used telephone and maH to further frauds involving cash ,vgg$T 

for stamps and peisonal cars bought with pubjic funds. \ 


■ Obstruction of Justice (one court) 

Asked grand jury witness who engraved gifts bought 
at House stationery store to withhold evidence. 

a Embezzlement (four courts) 

Applies to public funds spent on personal goods 
and services and cash-for-stamps allegation. jg 

■ Concealing a material fact from the 

Federal Election Commission (two counts) M \ 

Asked House postmaster to cash signed fl 
campaign checks; directed campaign sk 

committee to pay for persona) car leases. j| 

■ Conspiracy (one count) is 

Applies to cash-for-stamps allegation. v 




WIN 


THE WASHINGTON POST 


ing merchandise in the HouseStation^ lawyers, led by Dan K. .Webb, and 


eiy Store as gifts to friends and con¬ 
stituents. 

Those charges led to his defeat-in 
November 1994 at the hands of a po¬ 
litical neophyte. 

As a May 15 trial date loomed, his 


prosecutors hammered'out the deal 
that Johnson signed off on yesterday. 
1 In addition to the agreed 17 months 
and the fines, the judge also said Ros¬ 
tenkowski will have to pay the costs 
* of his incarceration, about $1,800 a 

L month, if the Bureau of Prisohs de¬ 
termines that he can afford it. 












"The guilty pleas don’t reflect the ‘ 
breadth of. your crimes,” Johnson 
said. “In your important position, you 
capriciously pursued a course of perj 
sonal gain for you, your family,and 
jrour friends. You have stained them/,, 
as well as yourself, and the high posi-i: 
tion you held.” 

"The penalty you and your family 
. [win suffer] will be the burden of con¬ 
science, win be the burden of dis¬ 
grace. that wfll always be associated 
with your tenure in Congress,” the 
judge said. 

“For me,, it’s a very sad day,” said 
former minority'leader Robert H. 
Michel (R-flL), who had an office next 
to Rostenkowski’s and played golf with 
him during the days when-Rosten- 
kowski was a power in the House. 
“He’s a very fine human being person- 
afly,” Michel said. Til never’say any¬ 
thing bad about my friend” * 

During the dozen years he ruled the 
Ways and Means Committee, Rosten¬ 
kowski was larger’than’ life, a big man 
- who enjoyed holding court .in restau¬ 
rants, particulariy those that served 
his favorite dish; red meat 3 think 
Danny Rostenkowski was a mentor to 
many of us who were on hiscommit- 
tee,” said. Rep. Robert *T. Matsui (D- 
Calif.). “We looked to him for leader¬ 
ship throughout our careers.” 

Rostenkowsla followed hiis father in¬ 
to politics, succeeding him as a com¬ 
mitteeman in Chicago’s 32nd Ward, 
which they ruled from 193J> to 1987. ‘ 
He was elected to the state legislature^ 
in 1952, at the age of 24. Six years lat¬ 
er, Rostenkowski .convinced Mayor 
Richard J. Daley to back him for Gant' 
gress to pay off a political debt the 
mayor owed his father. 

In 1980, when several seniOT mem- 
,bers of Congress were voted out of of¬ 
fice, Rostenkowski was given .the-' 
choice of Ways and Means Committee 
chairman or whip. He took the com-' 
mittee, the most powerful’on Capitol 
Hill because it • controls the govern¬ 
ment’s purse stings. 

“I am very proud of my 36 years in 
Congress,” Rostenkowski said yester-, 
day. *1 believe I have served my.con- 
stituents with dignity, honor and integ¬ 
rity. I know of no member of Congress 
who worked harder on behalf of his 
state, his city or his congressional con¬ 
stituents. .;. With the events of-^to¬ 
day, I have now put this matter behind' 
me and, 'when I am released fronf in¬ 
carceration, I intend to be actively in¬ 
volved in public life.” 
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Kolter Guilty in Post Office Scandal 

Ex-Lawmaker Pleads to Fraud Conspiracy Involving House Postmaster 


By Toni Locy 

Washington Post Staff Writer _ 

Former representative Joseph P. 
Kolter (D-Pa.) admitted yesterday that 
during his 10 years in .Congress he 
walked into the House Post Office, put 
thousands of dollars in taxpayer money 
into his pocket and lied on vouchers 
that said he had gotten stamps instead. 

Kolter, 69, who served from 1983 
to 1993, pleaded guilty to one count of 
conspiring with the former House post¬ 
master, Robert V. Rota, and others to 
steal from the post office. 

By doing so, Kolter deprived citizens 
of “their right to have the business of 
the U.S. House of Representatives 
conducted honestly and impartially, 
free from corruption, conflict of inter¬ 
est, deceit and fraud,” prosecutor Wen¬ 
dy LWysong said. 

Originally, Kofter was charged with 
embezzling more than $40,000 in tax¬ 
payer funds: $11,000 from the post of¬ 
fice and more than $33,000 in mer¬ 
chandise from the - House- Stationery 
Store. He pleaded guilty to only one 
charge yesterday, involving seven inci¬ 
dents totaling $9,300 in thefts from 
the post office. 

He is the first former congressman 
to admit that such a fraud existed at 
the post office. Former House Ways, 
and Means Committee chairman Dan 
. Rostenkowski (D-Dl.) vehemently dis¬ 
puted similar charges brought against 
. him, even after he pleaded guilty last 
month to taking merchandise from the 
House Stationery Store and giving it to 
friends and using government employ¬ 
ees to do personal chores, such as take 
pictures at his daughter's wedding. 
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JOSEPH P. KOLTER 

.. .facesfive years in prison 

Still outraged by Rostenkowski's 
combative remarks—that his crimes 
-were meaningless because he had sim- 
ply done what everyone else in Con¬ 
gress had done—prosecutors said Kol- 
ter’s admission proves there was a 
cash-for-stamps scam in the post office. 

“This demonstrates that Robert Ro¬ 
ta was giving cash to congressmen,” 
said prosecutor John Mi. Campbell, 
head of the public corruption unit in 
U.S. Attorney Eric H. Hold# Jr.’s of¬ 
fice. 

“We were prepared to.prove it,” said 
prosecutor Thomas J. Motley. “We 
would’ve proven it.” 

Prosecutors said the post office in¬ 
vestigation is continuing. Rota and two 
other post office employees who coop¬ 


erated in the probe are awaiting sen¬ 
tencing; no dates have been set. 

U.S. District Judge Norma Holloway 
Johnson set Kolter’s.sentencing for Ju¬ 
ly 31. While the maximum penalty he 
faces under law is five years, his sen¬ 
tence under federal guidelines will 
probably fall within six to 12 months,, 
lawyers for both sides said. 

Wysong said Rota, Kolter and “other 
selected congressmen” set up a system 
that was "convenient and hugely un- 
traceable” to steal funds from the post 
office. They did it, she said, in two 
ways: Kolter would ask for and get a 
large number of stamps through a 
signed voucher and then, a short time 
later, take them back and exchange 
them for cash. But most often, Rota 
simply gave Kolter cash directly after 
he signed a voucher on the spot falsely 
stating that he had gotten stamps. 

Kolter and Rota kept the conspiracy 
secret by having Kolter go personally 
to the post office to handle the transac- 
_tion,_Wysong. sakL Rota also. kept.a_ 
coinputerized list that kept track of the 
volume of stamps purchased by mem¬ 
bers of Congress. The two men often 
checked Kolter’s' purchases to make 
sure they were not out of line with the 
others so they would not draw atten-. 
tion, Wysong said. 

After Wysong finished her summa¬ 
ry, Judge Johnson asked KolteFTf he 
agreed with it The former congress¬ 
man slowly shook his head. “Yes, 
ma’am,” he said softly. She cautioned 
Kolter that he must abide by terms of 
his bond and asked him if he would re¬ 
turn to court for sentencing. 

“Looking forward to it,” he said. 











